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imported, at a conſiderable expence, from France, 
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. the third and fourth ſorts, were alſo foreign 
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manufactures; and the laſt, being of very general 1 E in which wh pe not diſappointed: The 
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fidered 'as very cheaply purchaſed. = 
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On the Effects of Rewards beſtowed in the Claſs of Polite Arts. 


| * 
"P 
| | * 

TTOW EVER conſiderable the ſums that 
N have been expended by the Society in the 
| advancement of the Polite Arts, the remark- 
able ſucceſs with which they have been attended may 
now be contemplated with particular ſatis faction. It 
ſoon became evident, from the number of candidates 
for premiums in the ſeveral branches of this claſs, 
that genius wanted only encouragement, to ſhine with 
84 luſtre in this as in other countries; and it 
appears from the foregoing liſt of thoſe who have 
been ſucceſsful, that the rewards fo liberally diſtri- 
buted by the Society, have been the early means of 
bringing forward a number of ingenious artiſts, and 
inciting individuals to ſuch an exertion of their ta- 


lents, as to become an honour to the Society, and to 


their country. | 


The reputation acquired by ſeveral candidates, in 


conſequence of their performances remaining for ſome 


time under the inſpection and examination of the 
members of the Society, before and after adjudication, 


- occaſioned the artiſts in general to apply for an exhi- 


bition of their works, in the Society's great room, 


which was accordingly complied with, and repeated 


annually for a few years at the charge of the Society. 


From hence have ariſen the annual exhibitions of! 
the rival artiſts, who had formed themſelves into 


ſeparate bodies. The emulation by which each was 
excited, helped greatly to the rapid improvement of 
the arts; and to attract the general attention of the 


publick towards their performances. And from hence, 


alſo, * royal patronage and protection they have 


þ 
F | 
þ 4 4 


the honour of obtaining, and under which 
8 : 0 * , 


finer arts. 


* — * 


they ſo eminently and deſervedly flouriſh, may in 
ſome meaſure be derived. | | | 


The Society having been thus fortunately ſucceſsful 
in rearing the infant arts in this kingdom, to ſuch 
maturity as qualified them for royal favour, confine 
their premiums chiefly to the encouragement of young 
beginners, who may intend to be future profeſſors ; 
and to others in a higher ſphere of life, who may 
hereafter become the patrons or patroneſſes of the 


% 


Abſtracted from the honour derived to any nation, 
from its excellence in the Polite Arts, the advantages, 
in point of profit, reſulting from thence are not un- 
worthy of ſome conſideration. The money that other- 
wiſe might probably be ſent to purchaſe the works of 
foreign artiſts in ſculpture, painting, or engraving, 
may now be as advantageouſly diſpoſed of in ſuch pur- 


chaſes at home; for however inferior to the 2 
from 


maſter- pieces of art produced, in former times, 
Greece and Italy, it will not be too preſumptuous, 
perhaps, to ſay, the works of our artiſts ma hom be 


juſtly placed in competition with the beſt productions 


; 


of the moderns. 


The encouragement alſo that has been given by the 
Society, to invention or improvement, even in the 


lower branches of the Polite Arts, ſuch as Drawings 


of Patterns for Silk- Weavers and Callico-Printers, 
has been attended with evident benefit to theſe manu- 


thoſe of any.other country. | 
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factures, Which now may fairly vie in beauty with 
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Fiſh, from ſeveral of our diſtant coaſts to the capital, medal; and in ſome ſignal inſtances, whefe ng urn | 
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